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320 yournal of American Folk-Lore. 

plants record or indicate the existence of some 24,000 such names, which, 
according to Dr. Ament's estimate, refer to 1787 species, the increase 
since Old High German times being progressive. This essay should be 
read in connection with the study of Bliiraml and Rott resumed in the 
Journal of American Folk-Lore (vol. xiv. pp. 132-138). 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

A Collection of Ladakhi Proverbs. By the Rev. H. Francke (from 
the Journal, Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. Ixix. Part I. No. 2, 1900). 
Pp. 14. 

This little collection contains fifty-one proverbs from the language of 
Ladakh (the author is a Moravian missionary at Leh, the capital), in north- 
west India. For each proverb there are given the Ladakh writing, the 
indication of the pronunciation in Roman letters, a literal translation, ap- 
plication, and explanatory notes, grammatical and others. Some of these 
proverbs are decidedly interesting : On a spring day there are three colds 
and three warmths (/. e. misery and happiness are well-balanced in a man's 
life) ; in the company of goats he says £^oa, in the company of sheep he says 
3ea (said of a man who has no will of his own) ; after a long time a dead 
bird [which is blown by the wind against the trunk of a tree] cuts the 
trunk (/. e. with perseverance great things can be done) ; to the dog a load 
is what a plough is to a musician (/. e. certain people cannot be expected 
to do real work) ; the stolen food was eaten by the crow, but the beak of 
the raven is red (/. e. often the wrong person is caught instead of the 
guilty one). Among the items of folk-lore to which direct or indirect refer- 
ence is made in these proverbs are the following : Driving all evil spirits of 
the winter into a cake, which is burnt outside the village ; it is not good 
to speak much of a dead man, his eye might frighten the speaker (the 
proverb on the subject is : If you say ' he is dead,' the eye of the dead will 
look out of the hill). These proverbs offer many beautiful examples of 
parallelism for which the folk-poetry of Ladakh is celebrated. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 



